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Norcs Joanna Booth

\rchitect and product designer Nigel Coates is most
amolis for the Body Zone in the Millenium Dome, but
that just scratches the surface of his body of famously
sensual and creative work. When a client in Tokyo asked
im to design a building that looked like it had always
ween there, the result was a bar, restaurant and club that
from the outside resembles an ancient Roman wall, aptly
named the Wall Building, Hes also designed all kinds of
rniture and interiors products, and at Milan this year
wnched a 25-piece range for Fratelli Boffi. chandeliers
i ]-'rug;mn,l a =ofa and coffes table for Varaschin.

ere do you shop for design in the UK?

1 the Roval College of Art, at the degree shows - it's a
ented place. I've bought hooks which look like knives
rown into the wall, by Tianyi Chang {available at
uf.com), and some very pompous-looking ceramic

s of teddy bears by Chris Hudson, which are ironic
il witty (see right). | also have a few of my own pieces,
luding a bowl 1 did for Alessi (see below), standard
lamips for Fornasetti and a table with
curiously animal-like legs

that I did for a

jewellery

sLone.

pesigner notes...
Nigel Coates

The Aclist architect and designer shares his inspirations with us

Which designers do you think will be stars of the future?
Theres a London-based collective called ORAYstudio
(okaystudio.org) with a number of very talented voung
designers from all over the world, including Oscar
Mamid, Tomas Alonso and :;".-l'lil.!.' .-";ll'.:!l:lf.'. who has

just designed a multi-coloured stack of drawers for
Established & Sons (see right).

Who 15 the designer you most admire and wiy !

He's a dead one, I'm afraid: it s Caro Mollino, His work
has a vitality and spirit, and his pieces often have
elements of the human body or animals in them, |
discoversd him when an Italian journalist told me he saw
similarities in our work, and I'm always inspired by him.

What's your holiday destination of cholce and wihy?
Rio De Janeiro. It's a fantastically beautiful city, evenin its
|;|.||4,|~:|,';_:p|". where the architecture sets up a r|.'|:|.ri|.:ll1~\.hir.-
with erupting outcrops of jungle and the ocean.

i you could live in any house, which one would it be?
The Casa Malaparte in Capri, ]I:;:Ij.. The site is
extraordinary - it's built into the cliff face, projecting
gut like a diving board towards the sea.

Whalt's your proudest achievement?

Omne is the Mixtacity installation that | designed for the
Global Cities exhibition at the Tate Modern last VEE,
The other is the Wall Building in Tokyo, which I think
inspired lots of people.
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