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ince graduating just
four years ago from
London’s Royal
College of Art (“the
best school in the world”),
Shay Alkalay and
Yael Mer have made a sig-
nificant mark in the highly
competitive world of
international design with
their company Raw Edges.
Things took off when
their college tutor Martino
Gamper, one of Britain’s
most successful designers,
invited them to participate
in Gradual, an exhibition
curated during the London
Design Festival in 2007.
“Stack”, a tall wooden,
multi-coloured drawer unit
resembling an architectural
tower, caught the eye of
Mark Holmes, at the time a
director of the innovative
British furniture company
Established & Sons. “Stack”
was put into production
and later selected by New
York’s MoMA to be part of
the museum’s permanent
design collection.

Raw talents

Shay Alkalay and Yael Mer are fast becoming international stars, says Fanice Blackburn

In 2009, Raw Edges was
named Designers of the
Future at Design Miami
Basel for a stained parquet
floor installation, inspired
by “the sort of cheesy Swiss
landscape wallpaper that
was all the rage in the
1970s”, using basic materials
found in any local DIY store.
Mountains, for example,
were fabricated from plas-
terboards and fields from
stained oak parquet bricks.

Alasdhair Willis, chief
executive of Established &
Sons (and a man not easily
impressed) then invited
them to make a larger ver-
sion (130 sq metres) for his
gallery space at the Frieze
art fair in October 2009. “His
e-mail expressing interest in
our work was the best thing
a young designer can dream
of,” they say. Willis’s wife,
Stella McCartney, liked the
floor so much that she had
it installed in her new shop
in Milan.

For Craft Punk, an exhibi-
tion sponsored by fashion

company Fendi, curated by
Ambra Medda, director of
Design Miami, Raw Edges
were asked to design a
piece of furniture to reflect
the spirit of the brand. It
was a challenge, as they
opted not to use Fendi’s sig-
nature luxury materials
(mainly leather and fur)
and focused instead on
techniques used by Fendi.
The result was “Pleated

Pleat”, which uses horizon-
tal and vertical pleats to
create a dome-shaped sofa

filled with foam - “to make
it soft and springy” - on
wooden legs.

Back in their studio in
Stoke Newington, east Lon-
don, more intense experi-
mentation followed. This
time the pair filled

folded wooden veneer with
foam causing it to expand.

“Volume” is a range of fur- [

niture now produced and
sold by Italian company
Cappellini.

It’s hard to keep up with
the rapid progress and stag-
gering energy of Raw Edges.
Alkalay and Mer barely
seem to draw breath, men-
tioning quite casually
numerous private commis-
sions, a house for private
clients “which keeps grow-
ing”, an installation for
Bloomberg’s London head-
quarters (using Bloomberg
waste products such as com-
puter screens, keyboards
and cables), ceramic tiles
for Italian manufacturers
Mutina and endless other
“unconfirmed” projects in
the pipeline.

Raw Edges combines a
unique and deceptively
playful creative style with a
hard-headed, practical
approach to running a busi-
ness — and it’s proving to be
a very successful recipe.

www.raw-edges.com
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