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ZHANG XI & ERICH DISERENS

Zhang Xi met Erich Diserens when she was working as
an architect in Herzog & de Meuron while Erich Diserens
was an associate partner there. After graduating from ETH
ZUrich in Dipl.Arch in 2006, she got back to Shanghai and
founded the EXH design studio with Erich Diserens.
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Yael Mer & Shay Alkalay were first life partners then work-
ing partners when the couple started RAW-edges studio in
2006. Together they work as 'Raw-Edges' and share a com-
mon goal to search new material and objects.
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C&D: Which of you take the lead in
the design process? In terms of design
ideas, what sort of influence do you ex-
ert on each other?

EXH Design: Any specific design
work is done through discussion. We
work as equdals, helping each other and
cooperating like aleftf and right hand.

Raw-edges: It's very open and dif-
ferent from project to project. Some-
fimes it is starfed by one of us and during
the development we both getinvolved,
other times we start brainstorming and
then each of us pick an idea and de-
velop it. We don't have one way to
work. But it is actually quite common
that Yael comes with lofs of crazy ideas
and Shay has to stop her in order to ac-
tually choose one direction and start to
make if!

C&D: Can you briefly share your de-
sign methods?

EXH Design: We're accustomed to
using reason to analyze problems. Of
course, this is both good and bad, de-
pending on how you go about it. An ar-
chitect can notjustimagine fantastic and
unconstrained ideas. We are expected
fo creatively endow a work with a strong
concept and make it stand out among
others. But the work must be of high qual-
ity and functional, bothin ifs purpose and
the way it makes people feel.

Raw-edges: We think that the con-
nectinglinein ourdesignis the eagerness
to search for new ideas! We experiment
a lot and fry to define our language in
the process. Yael's main inferest focuses
on turning two dimensional sheet ma-
ferials info curvaceous functional forms
whereas Shay is fascinated by how
things move, function and react.

C&D: Aside from what you're al-
ready doing, what other teritory would
you like to explore?

EXH Design: We're cumently quite
inferested in fashion design as well. |
did some design work for a fiend who
makes sneakers and he was very satis-
fied with the result. But when we first
started working on those designs, |was a
little hesitant. In fact later | found out, the
process of designing shoes has many
things in common with that of architec-
fural work, just a different path. What
must be considered is how fo find and
resolve the problems, and what forms
and materials to use fo redlize the de-
sign. In the future, | hope to have more
opportunities to implement our design
in different fields, not just shoes, but also
accessories, bags, and so on.

Raw-edges: We are redlly inferest-
ed in discovering new materials and the
processes of it. It allows us to be able to
apply our methods into new areas. We
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would also like to work on inferiors and
fashion items. It is always more fun and
challenging fo work in different fields.

C&D: Who and what influenced
your design work?

EXH Design: (Zhang Xi) Alvar Aalfo,
Castiglioni, and Carlo Scampa are among
the first three in my list. Small things in ev-
eryday life also influence me. All of life's
itle details, not necessarly beautiful,
stike me for their uniqueness, whetherIm
awake or dreaming. But usually this kind
of influence is disordered and acciden-
fal. (Erich Diserens)Thoughts. Our design is
usually the result of rigorous analysis and
intense discussion.

Raw-edges: We are very much
influenced and driven by the great en-
ergy that we have in our studio thanks
fo the great members of OKAYstudio in
London. We like designers like Patricia
Urquiola, Hella Jongerius, El Ultimo Grito
and Ron Arad for their ability to keep
creating new and surprising design
objects, and Jurgen Bay as a sensifive
thinker about the broad roll of design.

C&D: What are you interested in,
other than design?

EXH Design: (Zhang Xi) | feel that in
the last 25 years I've dready read too
many books, so now | don't read much.
| like to plan fravel for my free time and
give myself some time to completely re-
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lax. This also helps me to recharge and
come back to do better. (Erich Diserens)
Recently I've been reading about the
Terracotta Warriors of the Qin dynasty.
Chinese history is really astonishing.

Raw-edges: Fims. We think that fim
is a superior mode of creation that com-
bines text, acting, visuality, music, imagi-
nation, humor, rhythm and so much
more. We always have a feeling that we
don't watch enough of them. In the last
few years Michel Gondry has been our
favorite director and we really hope to
design something for his sets one day! We
also love modem dance, there is a great
modern dancing scene in Israel and we
go and see shows in Tel-Aviv quite often.

Ca&D: Favorite area at home?

EXH Design: The balcony. That's the
space where privacy meets infimacy
with nature. | think this kind of half-out-
door space is a symbol of high quality
life in urban living.

Raw-edges: Yael has a special relo-
fionship with the washing machine and
Shay doesn't really like anything in our
current flat.

C&G: Idedl living?

EXH Design: To live a desirable life
of design. The frue high qudiity is a life of
design, and is a design of life.

Raw-edges: To have as many dogs
as possible!
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